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This is the day which the LORD hath
made; we will rejoice and be glad in it.  Psalsm118:24 

Church has increase in
attendance

P
alm Bethel has been blessed by an increase
in attend ance for Sunday worsh ip services.  

Atten dance in June averaged 22 pe ople
each Sunday and we had an increase in July with an
average of 27.

The church in July has had a low one Sunday of
18 to a high on a nother of 32, from  no visitors to
having 10.  Regardless of numbers the services have
been excellent.  

Accolades are given to Brother & Sister Russ
Scott who has personally brought several visitors to 
church .  Palm Bethe l News applauds their effo rts in
God’s name

Palm Bethel has continued with their prayer
meetings after Sunday Services to pray for the

church , each other  and th at His w ill be do ne in a ll
efforts we put forth i n his name.  We are seeing
evidence that God is blessing these efforts in what we
see each day.

Not unto us, O  LORD, not unto us, but unto
thy name give glory, for t hy mercy, and for
thy truth’s s ake. Psalms 115:1

    Elder Bryce Lowrance’s sermons have been
focused the last few weeks on topics essential to the
doctrine of our faith.  These topics include: Total
Depravity, Unconditional election, Lim ited atonem ent,
Irresistible grace, and Preservation of the saints.
    The congregants have been edified by the 
blessing God has given Elder Lowrance in the delivery
of these messages.

    Several of our congregation went to Lithia Florida
last wee k for a me eting at Little  Union PB Church. 
Elders Buddy Abernathy and Kenneth Bran tley were
the guest ministers and preached some fine services,
with G od’s grace.  T hose in atten dance we re gre atly
blessed.  
We were glad all made it back for our services on
Sunday.

Wednesday meetings

T
he church has started meeting on
Wednesday nights.  This meeting is a
combination of preaching, Bible instruction

and an opportunity for those i n attendance to ask
questions of the pastor.  The meeting starts at 7 pm
at the church.   De lays due to traffic prob lems, late
departures  from w ork, etc . are no t a pro blem .  Join
us when you can.  Visitors are always w elcome! 

If anyone has a topic that you would like Elder
Lowrance to cover in depth, please write out the
question and give it to him on Sunday before the
meeting so that he can prepare.

Future  plans a re for a  similar  mee ting to b e held
in south Palm Beach or north Browa rd and north
Palm Beach coun ty to ea se the  driving  burde n a bit
for those  that don ’t live close to th e church.    

 Sick List

B
rother Allen Richard has been at church 
just a fe w tim es in recent m onths  and is
always in good spirits when with us and

when w e visit him at his hom e.  He is always quick to
point o ut the b lessings he has and the ho pe w ithin
him.  He is always apologetic that he can’t be with us
every Sunday.  

Brother Richard suffers from a multi tude of
ailments. Always remember him in y our pray ers. 

Sister Annie McCurley is severely ill, and in and
out of the h ospital. She is currently in Heartland
Rehab in Boca.  She is in mu ch bet ter spir its and  is
improving.  She is always sorry that she cannot be
with us for services.

Sister Ann Cobb was re cently down  with severe
back and knee injuries but of late has been with us
on Sunday.  She gets people to bring  her to chu rch. 
By the way, this is an innovative way to get friends
and relatives to church.

Brother Dennis Sieloff suffering from MD and has
been having some difficulties of late.

 Broth er Alva Maners w as down fo r a wh ile but is
doing mu ch better.

Sister Edna Maners is suffering from  Alzheimer’s
and has been in a nursing home for some time now.
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She  has been able to join us at church the last two
Sundays.  

All of these people desire to be in church and
can’t because of illness.  God is using these folks as
examples to us that we really have little excuse for
not being in church each and every time  the church
doors are open.  It should make you feel guilty if not
present, in the pew s at 10:30  AM Sunday m orning.  

Birthday’s in August

S
ister Dolly Wyatt has hers on the 7th and Sister
Ann Cobb celebrates a birthday on the 9th. 
Brother Paul Hucheson has his on the 16 th. Elder

Jerry Thomas finishes the month off with his on the
28th .
Palm Bethel News wishes ya’ll a big ol’ “Happy
Birthday!”

The Start of the Primitive Baptist
Ministry i n India - Part 1

I
(Elder Zack Guess) met Brother Guna (A.
Gunasekaran) through  Sister Lea Bennett, a
member of the Primitive Baptist Church at Ripley,

Mississippi. Several months ag o [early 20 00-Ed.]
Sister Lea called me and told me that she wanted me
to pray abo ut someth ing. About a ye ar previous to
this she had gone to a Missionary Baptist Church at
the inv itation  of a frien d to m eet a m an from  India
who w as a preacher and wh o ran a sm all orpha nage. 
Sister Lea was so impressed with his work that she
and her husband, Brother Tommy began to send
money to help support the work of  the orphanage.

After about a year Brother Guna came back to Ripley
to visit the church that had sponsored him.  He spent
a good dea l of time  with th e Bennetts.  S ister Lea felt
impressed to give him a copy of a book that I had
written, Undeniable Doctrinal Truths That Primitive
Baptists Believe.  This book is a series of lessons on
the doctrines of grace.  Sister Lea wanted Brother
Guna to read the book when he got back to India so
that it could serve as a basis of study as they
exchanged letters.  She hoped that someday he
would see the truth of the doctrines of grace.

I faithfully prayed abo ut this and abo ut a week  later,
Sister Lea called m e again.  She wa s very excited. 
Shortly after she had gotten off the phone with me a
week earlier, Guna had  walked  into the Be nnett's
plumbing business.  Sister Lea gave him the book and
told him to read it and that they would use it as a
basis of correspondence.  To her surprise, Guna
began to read it right then. Sister Lea went about her

work and several hours later Guna was still reading.
He kept nod ding h is head and saying un der his
breath, "This is good! This is Biblical!" Before a week
had passed, he had read the entire book and had
looked up all the numerous Scriptural references.  He
wanted to meet me.   The Bennetts graciously invited
my dea r wife, Judy, and  myself to have  dinner with
them and with Brother Guna. I was very impressed
with his friendliness, his obvious knowledge of the
Scriptures, and his d edication  to the cau se of Christ. 
With h is good know ledge of Eng lish, he could e asily
get a good job in India and obtain a much higher
standard of living.  However, he refuses to leave the
Christians he is serving and his work with the
orphans.

As Guna spent more time wit h the Bennetts he met
other Primitive Baptists.  He met Elder Hassell Wallis,
a great man o f God and my fa ther in the  ministry. 
He met Elder Herb Hatfield. He discussed many
things with them .  Guna expressed his desire to
become a  Primit ive Baptist to S ister Lea.  She told
him that there was a lot more involved in being a
Primitive Baptist besides using the name. Guna
wanted  to see me  again.  Sister Lea brought him  to
Memphis and w e went to m y office and beg an to
talk.  I tried to explain to him  what Prim itive Baptists
were  all abo ut.  He lis tened  carefu lly.  Som etime s his
eyes would light up and he would respond.  On one
occasion he sudd enly sat u p and e xclaimed, "Yes, I
see! It is true that there are no mission boards in the
New Testamen t! The  work  of spre ading  the go spel is
carried on by loca l churches! You Primitive Baptists
are right abou t this!" A short while late r he broke into
the conversation again as he very excitedly said,
"Yes! It is true that there are no Bible Colleges or
seminaries in the New Testament! The Biblical
pattern is that older preachers teach the younger
ones.  The Primitive Baptists are right about thi s,
too!"

The tim e soon came for G una to g o back to  India.  I
thought that  the least I could do was to go to the
airport and se e him off.  Whe n I arrived at the a irport
here came Guna down the ha ll with three Missiona ry
Baptists with him, including the pastor of the
sponsoring church.  I  could tell that t hey were not
glad to see me, even though they treated me
politely.  I prayed for the Lord to get  rid of them, so
that I could talk to Guna.  Shortly after t his, the
pastor looked  at his watch an d said, "Well, I hate  to
leave, but I've  got to g o to Tu pelo to  see someone in
the hospital." They left and Guna and I had a good
talk.  Just before it was time for h im to get on the
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plane I asked for him to pray.  Guna bowed his head
and prayed, "Lord, please send Brother Zack, Brother
Herb Hatfield, and Sister Lea to India. Let Brother
Zack and Bro ther H erb pr each the go spel to  us." I felt
like a bolt of electricity had gone through me and I
remember what I th ought. I th ought, "O h, shoot, I
am go ing to hav e to go to  India."

In His ea sy yoke, 
Zack Guess
Grace Chapel Primitive Baptist Church 
Memphis, Tennessee 
June 26, 2000 

Pastor’s Col umn

Charity…Suffereth Long, an d is Kind 1 Cor.
13:4a

J
ust as faith without works is dead
being  alone, love th at has  no actio n is
not charity.  The Biblical definition of

charity  can be  define d by Christ's w ords to  His
disciples in John 15:13, "Greater love hath no man
than this, th at a ma n lay dow n his life for his frien ds."
Self-sacrifice is the true expression of charity.

The Apostle Paul wrote to the ch urch at Corinth about
"a more excellent way" to worship the  Lord (1 Cor.
12:31). He stated that charity should be the focal
point of our religious practice.  Jesus gave a similar
commandment when He said,

"…Thou shalt love the Lord  thy God with a ll thy heart,
and w ith all thy  soul, an d with  all thy m ind.  This  is
the first  and g reat co mm andm ent.  An d the s econd is
like unto it, Th ou shalt lov e thy neig hbour a s thyself."
(Matt. 22:37-39)

Since the Lord is not physically present here with us,
we must serve others in order to serve Him.

The firs t point t hat Paul ma kes is charity is
longsuffering and kind.  Longsuffering is a word that
we do no t use very often; bu t Strong's Dictionary
says it simply means to be patient with others,
especially concerning their faults and o ffenses towa rd
you.  We are to be slow to anger against those in the
church and anyo ne with  which w e come in conta ct. 
Longsuffering comes from two Greek words: makros -
far off; and thumos - wrath .  The word li terally means
to remain a far distance from wrath.  This means that
we are not to be easily offended.  We should not
"wear our feelings on our sleeves." However, if we do

have a pro blem or ha ve been injure d by a brothe r,
we should not instantly seek revenge or become
angry.  We should patiently wait for them to change.

In being patien t, Paul also tells us to be kind .  We are
not to brood in our anger nor explode in wrath when
finally given the opportunity to speak out in our
injury.  We  are to be  mild-tem pered and plea sant. 
The Greek root word  for kind is chraomai which
means to make use of a thing.  We are to make
ourselves useful in being patient.  W e are not very
manageable for reconciliation when we have our
feelings all "out of wha ck." Paul means that we a re to
be willing to bend over backward in patience in order
to keep our b rother.  We m ay think that is a pretty
tall ord er to fill.  W e sometime s might feel,

"Some things are easy to overlook in charity, but
sometimes people just go too far ! How longsuffering
in charity should I be?"

Jesus says that we are to forgive our brother 7 times
70 times (Matt. 18:22).  We should be willing and
should forgive an offense 490 times! When you get
offended, do n't start counting an d waiting.  W e are
also taught to l ive day by day (Matt. 6:34), so that
would mean 490 times per day!

Before we reject this command, let us consider what
God through Christ Jesus has done for us.  How
longsuffering and  kind has God been to you  despite
all your failures? I know fo r certain that God has
been truly merciful to me in this regard.  And let us
not forget how Jesus taught this lesson of true
charity.  I f  you are one of God's elect, He laid down
His life for YOU.  You are His friend.

This principal will work when there are differences
between churches, between members, between
families, between neighbors, and even between
strangers.  Why will it work so well in any given
situation? It wil l work because it is the Lord's solution
to the p roblem .  He bro ke down th e grea t gulf
between His children and Himself with love.  We can
break down the walls blocking any of our
relationships with the same active love - charity.

May the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you
all.    
Your Pastor, 
Elder Bryce H. Lowrance
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Here are so me cute quotes  to add
to your collection .
1. Give God what's right -- not wha t's left.
2. Man's way leads to a hopeless end -- God's way
leads to an endless hope.
3. A lot of kneeling will keep you in good standing.
4. He who kneels before God can stand before anyone.
5. In t he sentence of life, the devil may be a comma -
-but never let him be 
the period.
6. Don't put a question mark where God puts a period.
7. Are you wrinkled with burden? C ome to the church
for a face-lift.
8. When praying, don't give God instructions -- just
report for duty.
9. Don't wait for six strong men to t ake you to church.
10. We don't change God's message -- His message
changes us.
11. The church is prayer-conditioned.
12. When God ordains, He sustains.
13. WARNING: Exposure to the Son may prevent burning.
14. Plan ahead -- It w asn't ra ining w hen Noah built
the ark.
15. Most people want to serve God, but only in an

advisory position.
16. Suffering from tr uth decay? Brush up on your Bible.
17. Exercise daily -- walk with the Lord.
18. Never give the devil a ride -- he will always want
to drive.
19. Nothing else  ruins the truth like stretching  it.
20. Compassion is difficult to g ive aw ay because it
keeps coming back.
21. He who angers you controls you.
22. Worry is the darkroom in which negatives can develop.
23. Give Satan an inch & he'll be a ru ler.
24. Be ye fishe rs of m en -- yo u catch  them  & He 'll
c lean them.
25. God doesn't call the qualified, He qualifies the called.
26. Read the Bible -- It wil l scare the hell out of you.

"Captain, my religious belief teaches me to feel as
safe in battle as in bed. God has fixed the time for
my dea th. I do not concern  myself abou t that, but to
be always ready, no matter when it may overtake
me." 
"That  is the w ay all m en should live, a nd the n all
wou ld be e qually  brave ." Gen.  Thom as (Stonew all)
Jackson

Palm Bethel Primitive Baptist Church
c/o Brother Charlie Dennis
810 Florida Mango Road
West Palm Beach, Florida 33406 


