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A New Year begins...

ut Palm Bethel had a great
B 2003. Many new and exciting

things have taken place in the
past year, and 2004 looks exciting for those
in the service of the Lord.
As the new year dawned in 2003, Palm
Bethel was faced with the daunting prospect
of God supplying a new pastor for the
church. The members were confident that
God would take care of us, so we
commenced the year with prayer meetings
after services on Sunday to ask for
guidance and a Pastor for the church. God
answered our prayers.

In June, Elder Bryce Lowrance began his
ministry here. And what a blessing God has
provided for his church! For not only did we
get a wonderful pastor, but we got a
wonderful family. Elder Bryce and Sister
Terri, with Rebecca, Gracie and Jonah,
have been a wonderful addition to the
church family. Always gracious and upbeat,
these wonderful folks are a fine example to
God’s people everywhere.

Just because God answered the
church’s prayers by supplying a pastor, the
church didn’t stop it's prayer meetings. No,
not only did we continue the prayer
meetings, with Elder Bryce’s guidance, we
added two services a month at a nursing
home. We also have a bible study every
Wednesday night and a singing school one
Sunday a month.
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One Saturday each month was set aside
as a workday at the church to get the
building and grounds into shape.

One of the missions of the Church is to
grow and encourage God’s children to come
to his church. The church has thus tried an
outreach to the community by distributing
flyers to invite people to our annual meeting.
The church also provided dinners to five
needy families at Thanksgiving and gifts for
those families children at Christmas.

Figure 1 Wrapping Christmas gifts

All those that participated in the giving
were as richly blessed as those getting.

This year the church plans to expand the
outreach efforts.

The church also has allowed a Brazilian
church to use our building Sunday and
Thursday evenings for their services. Their
pastor Gentil Lira and his sons Gentil Jr.,
and Wellington and their families attend our
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services on Sunday and Wednesday. It has
been a great blessing to Palm Bethel.

The blessings have been so many for
the church, it's hard to recall all of them.

But a few more.

Members completely repainted the inside
of the church building, installed an outside
light and replaced the ceiling in the women’s
restroom and will soon have the men’s
restroom ceiling completed.

To provide more news to the church,
Palm Bethel News increased its publication
from haphazard to more frequently with an
attempt to get one out monthly. Most
months this has been accomplished, but
interferences do come up, but it is still the
goal.

The church has come a long way, but we
have many more things to accomplish in the
new year. With God’s grace we will move
on in his service.

Sick List

t was a delight to have Brother
I Allen Richard with us in worship.
He is a wonderful example of how
you can overcome pain and come to church.
Let us all rejoice in his example and pray
that the Lord will have mercy on him.

Brother Alva is continuing to have lung and
hip problems. Please pray with us that the
Lord would help this faithful servant.

Sister Edna Maners is doing well in the
Terraces of Lake Worth Nursing Home.
Alzheimer® does horrible things to the mind,
but the Lord has granted her peace and joy
every time we have gone to visit.

Sister Annie McCurley is still in the
Heartland Rehabilitation Center in Sunrise.
She is so far away from friends and the
church. She needs our prayers, but
especially she needs us to visit!
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Sister Dolly Wyatt is doing very well.
She is hoping to move out of the nursing
home and into an assisted living center in
March. Let us pray that the Lord would
grant her request.

Sister Terri and Elder Bryce, along
with Jonah and Gracie are battling the
seasonal flu virus. Please pray that the
Lord will bring them through it quickly.
Rebecca has been spared so far. Let’s also
pray that she doesn®get the bug!

Brother Dennis Sieloff will be facing
surgery in the near future with an issue
related to his Muscular Dystrophy. Please
pray for mercy and strength for this faithful
servant.

Birthdays & Anniversaries

January

3 - Josh Chrisley

4 - Bryce & Terri Lowrance (12 Years)
8 - Tammy Sieloff

24 - David Howe

25 - Gracie Lowrance
31 - Leafa Howe
February

2 - Alva Maners

7 - Mandy Holt

22 - Jim Clarke

L-R Sierra Howe, Rebecca and Gracie Lowrance .
The church celebrated Gracie' s birthday on Jan. 25
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Pastor’s column Charity...

Seeketh Not Her Own | Corinthians
13:5b

When | was a child, | enjoyed

watching the fence posts zoom past
as we traveled to different places along the
highways of Texas. The faster we would go, the
more the wooden sticks would blend into a
brownish blur. This didn®require any effort on
my part. | just looked out the window and
passively gazed at the roadside. When we read
the word "seek" in the Bible, we must first
realize that this is not a passive gazing but an
active, craving search in order to find. Itis more
like a bloodhound hot on the trail, than a little
boy looking out the car window. This passage
of scripture uses a negative statement to
emphasize an important point. When Paul says
that charity "seeketh not her own," he is making
an understatement of what the Christian
character of charity does seek.

Our modern culture accepts the idea that
everyone must look after his or her own
interests. It is considered normal to pursue with
prejudice every fleshly desire with no regard of
the well-being of others or, more importantly, the
law of God. This hedonist attitude led to the
downfall of many societies in world history, and
it is now causing disaster in the United States of
America.

As Christians, we must rise above this
self-centered way of thinking, and do as Jesus
taught, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God"
(Matthew 6:33). We should, with haste, seek
out the will of God for our lives with continual
Bible study and regular church attendance.
David stated in Psalm 1 that it was a blessed
condition when a man® every delight is the law
of the Lord. Jesus continues His teaching in
Matthew 6 with a promise to us that all our
natural needs will be met as long we are in the
service of God. Why should we concern
ourselves with seeking to fulfill our desires when
the Lord has told us that He will take care of our
needs? We must mortify (put to death) the
fleshly desires and realize the difference
between our needs and our wants. True
contentment cannot be found in the pursuit of
worldly charms, but in the obedient service of
our Lord Jesus Christ.
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As we have mentioned in previous
articles, the Biblical definition of charity is
self-sacrifice for the benefit of others. Paul
means exactly this when he teaches the
Corinthians to seek the wealth, or well-being, of
others (I Corinthians 10:24). Loving service
toward God and loving service to our brothers
are inseparable duties. John states plainly, If a
man say, | love God, and hateth his brother, he
is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom
he hath seen, how can he love God whom he
hath not seen? (I John 4:20) We render a
service of love to God by serving our fellow
man.

Paul is teaching us that we are not to
actively pursue our personal desires, but we are
to do exactly the opposite. We are to seek after
the welfare and promotion of others while living
a life following the steps of Jesus. We cannot
serve two masters (Matthew 6:24). If we want
to serve the Lord, we must quench our desire
for personal gain in the things of the world. The
flesh may tell us that we will not enjoy this
service. Remember, David said that a man is
blessed if his delight is in the law of the Lord!
Delight doesn®sound all that bad, does it?

The Lord never said that this would be
an easy task. That is why the Bible uses
phrases such as "mortify the deeds of the flesh"
(Romans 8:13) and "bring your body into
subjection” (I Corinthians 9:27). However, the
Lord does promise something to those that the
Spirit of God moves to do the service of God.
Love not the world, neither the things that are in
the world. If any man love the world, the love of
the Father is not in him. For all that is in the
world, the lust of the flesh, and the lust of the
eyes, and the pride of life, is not of the Father,
but is of the world. And the world passeth away,
and the lust thereof: but he that doeth the will of
God abideth for ever. (I John 2:15-17)

As the old saying goes, "actions speak
louder than words." We cannot just say, "we
love our brother.”" We must show him. Let us
not sit idly and watch the fence posts fly by.
Instead, let® call up the hunting dogs and find
love, joy, and peace in serving the Lord by
serving others.

May God continue to bless us.
Elder Bryce H. Lowrance, Pastor
Palm Bethel Primitive Baptist Church
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Update India

man named Gunasekaran first met

Elder Zack Guess, and was introduced
to the Primitive Baptists. Now, we affectionately
call him Brother Guna. He was the first baptized
Primitive Baptist in India, as well as the first
elder ordained to the gospel ministry. The Lord
has used him greatly to help those in need in the
poverty stricken state of Tamil Nadu, South
India. This article will be the first in a series
showing how the Lord has progressed the work
in India during the year 2003.

J ust a few short years ago, an Indian

Each segment of this series will be edited text
from Brother Guna® report given to Elder
Lowrance in December 2003.

It is a pleasure to report to you what the Lord
has done in His work in India during the year
2003. As the Apostle Paul writes to the
Ephesians "For we are his workmanship,
created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which
God hath before ordained that we should walk in
them" Eph 2:10. Again he writes to Philippian
church, "Being confident of this very thing, that
he which hath begun a good work in you will
perform it until the day of Jesus Christ." Phi 1:6.
According to these scriptures, the Lord has
been showed His mercy upon us and faithfully
led us in His work throughout the year 2003.

Let me share the brief News of the Lord® work
in India through Good Samaritan Primitive
Baptist Trust (GSPBT).

Church Ministers
R.C.Chettipatty: Pastor A.Gunasekaran & Bro.
John Mark.

This is the first church constituted in April 2001.
About 90 people (Children +Adults) attend the
Sunday worship. The Doctrinal teachings are
systematically preached by me and Bro. John
Mark, who is assisting me in the church. We
thank the Lord that He has provided us a bit
larger building to meet for the worship. Often we
have visitors during Sunday worship. We pray
that our Lord will work in them so that they will
be obedient to the gospel.
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Tinnapatty: Pastor James(Late) & Evangelist
Barnabas.

The average attendance on Sundays is about
50-60. There are many high school and college
students in this church. The gospel of Jesus
Christ is being preached in the following
villages: Maragoundanpudur, Mattukkaranpudur,
Thumbipadi, M.Settipatty and Chinnerikkadu.
Church members are living in these villages.
Our preachers regularly visit these villages for
house visitation and also to proclaim the Good
News of the Gospel to Non-Christians. The
youth group has formed a prayer group named
Koinonia Prayer Cell. About 20 young people
gather in the church daily at 7:45PM and spend
time in prayer.

Elder James passed away to be with the Lord
on November 11th. He had a brain cancer, and
his heart and lungs were weak. We admitted
him into a hospital and despite the care given,
his health did not improve and he finally died.
Indeed, his death is a great loss to the church,
but he is with the Lord; and one day we all will
see him again in the glory. His wife Soundaria
needs our continual prayers.

Veppamarathur: Pastor J.T. Solomon.

This church is situated in a remote corner in the
border of Dharmapuri District. Recently Bro.
Solomon has joined with our work and took
charge of this church. About 20 adults and 55
children are participating in the Sunday worship.
Bro. Solomon visits 6 surrounding villages to
preach the gospel. In the beginning days of the
work, we had much opposition from some
anti-Christian people. But now the Lord has
changed the hearts of such people and slowly
they have become friendly with the church.
There are lots of superstitious beliefs and
practices found among the people of this area.
This is one of the poverty stricken areas of this
District. llliteracy, unemployment, poverty, and
sickness are the main problems of the people.
Even in the 21st century, there is no telephone
facility available in this area. Because of the
rugged road, transportation facilities are also
very poor. So, often people have to walk many
kilometers for shopping, education, and medical
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treatment. A comprehensive Community
Development Project is greatly needed for this
area.

Bommidi: Pastor Robert Kennedy & Evangelist
Sivakumar.

The church was constituted with only 16
members during last year. Now the membership
has increased to 23. The average attendance
for Sunday worship is about 30 and more. In the
beginning , the church was meeting in one of
the Deacon® house. In a due course of time, on
seeing the growth of the church, the house
owner told the Deacon to not use the house for
any Christian meeting. Within a short period, we
were able to construct a thatched roof church
building. From April 2003, the church is meeting
in this shed. The church faces another indirect
opposition from enemies. Somebody has set up
a Hindu Shrine quite close to the church on the
public road.

Siva Kumar has been a faithful believer and
conducts the Tuition Centre in his village. Upon
recognizing his gifts, the church called him to
practice preaching and assist Kennedy in the
church. Everyday, from 10AM to 1:00PM
Kennedy teach Sivakumar and both of them
spend time in prayer. The neighboring Pastor
Stephen also takes part in this prayer and Bible
study. After 2:00PM they launch out to villages
to preach the gospel.

Rehadhalli: Pastor N. Stephen.

This church was constituted with 13 members.
Now the membership has increased up to 15.
Evangelism is being done among the 5
surrounding villages. Castism is one of the big
problems in this area. People think that
Christians are low castes and so they hesitate to
come to church. A piece of land has been
purchased to build a church in this village. The
church is waiting for the Lord® time to do that.
Once there is a common building, people can
come for worship.

Veerianthanda: Pastor K.N Immanuel.

January -February 2004

The church was constituted with 23 members 3
years ago. The membership has increased up to
35. The whole village belongs to the Lambadi
Tribal Community whose life style is still
primitive in nature. Animism is their religion.
Recently, there was a big problem raised by the
villagers against the church. One of the converts
named David removed the idols from his
agricultural land which was kept by his
grandfather. This had become a common
worship centre for the villagers. When the idols
were removed, the whole village turned against
David and also against the local Pastor. Before
the problem became worse, the Lord enabled us
to deal with the problem and it has been solved.
The gospel of Jesus Christ is continually
proclaimed among 6 surrounding villages.

Here also, the people meet under a thatched
roof shed. Last year, while | was in the States,
the shed was blown down by a heavy wind. The
Lord saved the lives of Immanuel and his family.
The roof has been fixed back temporarily. Still it
is not in a good condition. We have started
constructing a proper building for the church and
parsonage. The brickwork has been completed.
The roof, carpentry, and plastering are yet to be
done.

Angiam: Pastor David Thangavelu.

This church is situated more than 100 KM from
the south east of Omalur. The average Sunday
attendance is about 40 (Children+Adults). The
church building and parsonage were built and
dedicated during May 2003. Number of new
contacts have been made in the local and
nearby villages.

Angiam is another poverty stricken area where
people are struggling to get even their basic
needs. Already Tuition Centers and Community
Health Care Program and Tailoring Centre are
being functioned under the supervision of Bro.
David. It has been planned to start an
orphanage in the church compound. The
building construction has been just started.
Along with the orphanage, it has been planned
for a Community Child Care program for the
local children. Sponsorship is greatly needed to
commence the program in the near future.
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Next month® article will continue with a report
on new Primitive Baptist Fellowship groups that
are just getting started!

George Washington’s Prayer for the Nation

June 8, 1783, and copies sent to

the Governors of all the States.
“Almighty God; We make our earnest prayer
that Thou wilt keep the United States in Thy holy
protection; that Thou wilt incline the hearts of
the citizens to cultivate a spirit of subordination
and obedience to government; and entertain a
brotherly affection and love for one another and
for their fellow citizens of the United States at
large. And finally that Thou wilt most graciously
be pleased to dispose us all to do justice, to love
mercy, and to demean ourselves with that

This prayer was given at Newburg,

Brother Charlie Dennis

Palm Bethel Primitive Baptist Church
810 Florida-Mango Road
West Palm Beach, FL 33406
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charity, humility, and pacific temper of mind
which were the characteristics of the Divine
Author of our blessed religion, and without a
humble imitation of whose example in these
things we can never hope to be a happy nation.
Grant our supplication, we beseech Thee,
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen."

"l have so fixed the habit in my own mind that |
never raise a glass of water to my lips without a
moment® asking of God® blessing. | never seal
a letter without putting a word of prayer under
the seal. | never take a letter from the post
without a brief sending of my thoughts
heavenward. | never change classes in the
section room without a minute® petition on the
cadets who go out and those who come in."
Thomas “Stonewall” Jackson



