
Sister Margaret Hutcheson and Sister Paula
Antullis at the 2004 Fellowship meeting at
Davenport Florida
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Florida Fellowship Meeting

W
hen you next say your prayers, be
sure to thank God for the Old
Baptist Elders that preached at the

Florida Fellowship meeting which took place in
February at Davenport, FL.  

Hosted by Little Zion PB Church, the first
day our Elders took on the secular world, it's
opposition to God, and what God would have us
to do.  

The current move of the world to
legitimize what God has told us is wrong;
sodomy, adultery, fornication, evolution, new
ageism, and so forth and so on was preached
against, that all these abominations are full
proof of the sin nature of man, unchecked and
unabated.  

The church must counter these sins with
the true word of God.  We were presented
Biblical evidence of the power of the gospel
after the gospel  was preached, an idol maker
was put out of business and books on sorcery of
a high monetary value were destroyed.

Elder’s preaching on Friday were Ronald
Lawrence, Nashville, TN.; Lonnie Mozingo,
Bethany Church, Atlanta, GA.; Randall Cagle,
Shoals Creek Church, Canton, GA.;  Mark
Green; Rabun Lord, Dudley, GA.; Jon Mizell,
Macon, GA.; Mike Green, and Mike Ivey,
Lewisville Church, Lewisville, Texas.  
The next day, Saturday was another day of
fantastic preaching and singing.  Not enough
credit goes to all the congregants who make
such a joyful noise unto the Lord.  No singing
with a musical instrument can match the
beautiful organ that God provided us to sing His
praises and goes so well together in these
meetings.  Singing was led by Brother Gary
Cunningham Jr.

Saturday’s  preaching was done by Elder
Daniel Hall.  His topic was Building the Church.  
Elder Thomas Bond, Mount Zion PB Church
Cozad, NE.  He preached on John 3 1-17.  Elder
Michael Gowens Lexington Church, Lexington
K., preached on God’s friends, using James
2:23.  Elder Shannon Whipp preached from
1John 1:9, Acts 1:21, and Col 4:3 Elder Ed
Kirkpatrick ended the Saturday afternoon
service using Job 36:22 and Deut 30:14.

Meals were served on the church
grounds.  The meal preparation was outstanding
and the food was delicious. .  
We had delicious bar-b-que chicken, brisket,
cornbread, peas, etc.  Enticing deserts which did
in many a diet, at least, for the weekend.

Unfortunately, the writer and others from
Palm Bethel had to get back home and missed
the Saturday evening and Sunday meetings. 
However, the meeting tapes were ordered and
will provide us with what was missed.  If anyone
would like copies of the tapes, they can be
ordered from Little Zion Church.  
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Brother Gary Cunningham Jr. leading the singing
at the 2004 Fellowship meeting Davenport, Fl

Sierra Howe with the small alligator

Sister Grace Marsh with gator familiarization

Sister Ann Cobb having fun

Guest minister at Palm Bethel

A
fter preaching at the Florida Fellowship
meeting at Davenport, FL., Elder Mike
Ivey preached at Palm Bethel.  

Elder Ivey is the pastor at Lewisville Church
in Lewisville, TX and he and his lovely wife
Linda were visiting with the Lowrance’s. 
Lewisville was the home church of Elder Bryce
Lowrance.  Elder Ivey is Elder Lowrance’s
“father in the ministry”.

Elder Ivey had mentioned to Elder Bryce that
he would like to see an alligator while in Florida. 
This was probably a request to view one in a
canal or river but Palm Bethel did better than
that and brought in a real, live alligator for Elder
Ivey’s perusal.  However, a picture could not be
obtained of Brother Mike holding the gator. One

was obtained of our pastor holding the animal.  

We had several more folks hold the gator,
and all had fun.  This was done within the
guidelines of the law as regards to alligators. 

And even some adults partook of the
opportunity to get up close and personal:
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Elder Mike Ivey in the pulpit at Palm Bethel
Church

Sick List

B
rother Alva Maners has been sick
for quite some time with his lungs. 
He has been carrying an oxygen

bottle and using it as needed.  Last week his
condition worsened and he was hospitalized. 
He did improve and is now in a nursing home. 
There he is getting rest and recuperation until
he is strong enough to return home and visit
Sister Edna.  Brother Alva is quick to point out
that 50 years of smoking has brought him to this
condition today.

Brother Allen Richard is suffering from a
variety of medical conditions and recently has
been afflicted with additional problems
associated with acid reflux.  He is not getting as
much rest as a result.  But, he’s at church
whenever he can.  This Brother is an example to
us all.

Sister Annie McCurley is still in the
nursing home in Sunrise.  While her physical
condition is improving, he mental state goes up
and down.  She really enjoys visits and it greatly
uplifts her spirits.  She is hopeful that she can
be moved to a nursing home closer to West
Palm Beach.  This would greatly enhance the
opportunity for friends to vist.

Sister “Dolly” Wyatt who slipped and fell
last year and has been in a nursing home, has

now relocated to Avalon. An assisted Living
Center on Lantana Rd., and should be able to
come to church again soon.

Please be in prayer for these members. 
They need the prayers, phone calls and visits
from their church family.

Happy Birthdays to:

Brother Guy Lackey 3/10
Sister Grace Marsh 3/11
Sister Edna Maners 4/01
Sister Martha Leggett 4/10

April Meeting

Palm Bethel will have her semi-annual meeting
April 2nd  thru 4th.  Elder John Horner from
Appleby Texas will be our guest minister for the
meeting.  The worship service  will start on
Friday at 7:30 pm.  Services will also be on
Saturday at 10:30 am and 2 pm.  Saturday
evening will be the communion service.

There will be supper served Friday and
Saturday night preceding the worship services
and lunch on Saturday and Sunday.  

Everyone mark this on their calendar,
this is too important a meeting to miss and
communion service without any of our members
present is a void felt by the whole church.

India Update

Last month’s article gave report of the
established churches in the Tamil Nadu state of
South India.  Now, we will look briefly at the new
evangelical work that is being done by our fellow
brothers in Christ. 

New Primitive Baptist Fellowships:

There are four small groups which have begun to
gather formally in Salem Town and Yercaud
Mountain.  Brother Peter Krishnan has been
active in Salem, while Brothers Babu and Edwin
have been spreading the good news in Yercaud
Mountain.  We hope to constitute new Primitive
Baptist Churches in each of these locations in the
days to come.

Also in these regions, the Good News of Jesus
Christ is being preached regularly among non-



4 Vol 4 No 2 Page  4         March 2004
Christians in ten different areas. It is truly
wonderful to see that hungry souls still respond to
the gospel in a powerful way.  As many as were
ordained to eternal life are believing and
responding to the preaching (Acts 13:48). 

Tamil Baptist Witness:

The Tamil publication of the Baptist Witness is
continuing to be fruitful among the Tamil Christian
readers. We send 500 copies to the readers every
month. Often we receive phone calls and letters
from our readers. They express how much the
reading of the magazine is a blessing to them. In
every issue, there will be a main message from
Elder Lassere Bradley, Jr. Then, we will write
other articles and include the local news. We are
very thankful to Elder Bradley for the permission
he has granted, and to help translate and publish
this periodical for the glory of God and edification
of the believers.

Pastor’s Column

Charity...
Is Not Easily Provoked
I Corinthians 13:5c

H
ave you ever thought about
the amount of ridicule and
verbal abuse that Jesus

Christ endured while here on earth?  Consider
the following statements said to the Holy Son of
God:  "Behold a man gluttonous, and a
winebibber, a friend of publicans and sinners." 
(Matthew 11:19)

But they cried out, Away with him, away
with him, crucify him. Pilate saith unto them,
Shall I crucify your King? The chief priests
answered, We have no king but Caesar. (John
19:15)

These are just a few of the things
spoken against our Savior.  The man who knew
no sin (II Corinthians 5:21) was accused of
horrible acts, but was put to death as an
innocent man (John 19:6).  And yet, when all of
this happened to Him, he did not fight back. 
When they reviled Him, He did not revile in
return (I Peter 2:22-23).  In fact, He did exactly
the opposite.  As He was being crucified, He
spoke, "Then said Jesus, Father, forgive them;
for they know not what they do" (Luke 23:34a).

Wow! What an example for us!  He did

not commit a single sin, and yet, when He was
accused He did not open His mouth in defense
(Isaiah 53:7).  We commit sins on a regular
basis, but we are quick to justify ourselves in the
face of others.  We are especially certain that no
one falsely accuses us when we have done no
wrong.  Paul's admonition here in I Corinthians
tells us that we are not to be easily provoked. 
This means we are to be slow to wrath against
everyone and every circumstance that comes
our way (Proverbs 14:29; James 1:19).  Rather
than wearing our feelings on our sleeve, we are
to humble ourselves in obedience to our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ.  Christ, Who died for
our sins, does not jump to attack us when we go
astray.  Should we not then be willing to offer
the same charitable attitude toward others that
offend us?  

Every interaction we have with another
human being is to be done in a charitable
manner.  Paul encourages us to have the same
mind as Christ (Philippians 2:5).  If Christ, Who
was continually falsely accused, did not fight
back, shouldn't we be willing to swallow our
pride and be quiet as well?  Now, I am not
denying that this is a difficult task.  Pride affects
so many aspects of our lives that we do not
even realize it until it has been offended.  Try
this the next time you are falsely accused. 
Begin listing all of the sins of which your are
guilty that that person does not know about. 
After each sin, thank the Lord for forgiveness,
and realize that the railing which you are
receiving is small in comparison with what you
really deserve.  

It is our duty to live peaceably with all
men as best as we can (Romans 12:18).  If that
is our duty, then there should be a way to obey. 
We are not to hold ill feelings inside and let
them all bust out at a later date.  No, we should
have a different perspective.  Christ endured the
cross, despising the shame because He was
looking at the big picture (Hebrews 12:2).  We
also have joy set before us!  Jesus Christ is
coming back to get us, and we will live in peace
with God forever!

Whether we deserve the words that are
hurled against or not, our reaction is supposed
to be the same-charity.  Consider Peter's words:
"Submit yourselves to every ordinance of man
for the Lord's sake: whether it be to the king, as
supreme; Or unto governors, as unto them that
are sent by him for the punishment of evildoers,
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and for the praise of them that do well. For so is
the will of God, that with well doing ye may put
to silence the ignorance of foolish men: As free,
and not using your liberty for a cloke of
maliciousness, but as the servants of God.
Honour all men. Love the brotherhood. Fear
God. Honour the king. Servants, be subject to
your masters with all fear; not only to the good
and gentle, but also to the froward. For this is
thankworthy, if a man for conscience toward
God endure grief, suffering wrongfully. For what
glory is it, if, when ye be buffeted for your faults,
ye shall take it patiently? but if, when ye do well,
and suffer for it, ye take it patiently, this is
acceptable with God.For even hereunto were ye
called: because Christ also suffered for us,
leaving us an example, that ye should follow his
steps:" (I Peter 2:13-21).

We are called to be charitable.  Christ is
our example.  This is acceptable to God.

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ
be with you.
Elder Bryce H. Lowrance, Pastor
Palm Bethel Primitive Baptist Church

Did you know?

D
id you know that 52 of the 55
signers of the Declaration of
Independence were orthodox,

deeply committed Christians? The other three
believed in the Bible as the divine truth, in the
God of Scripture, in His personal intervention. 

Immediately after creating the
Declaration of Independence, the Continental
Congress voted to purchase and import 20,000
copies of the Scripture for the people of this
nation. 

Patrick Henry is still remembered for his
words, "Give me liberty or give me death." But in
current textbooks the context of these words are
deleted. Here is what he actually said: 

"An appeal to arms and the God of hosts
is all that is left us. But we shall not fight our
battle alone. There is a just God that presides
over the destinies of nations. The battle sir, is
not to the strong alone, is life so dear and peace
so sweet as to be purchased at the price of
chains and slavery? I know not what course
others may take, but as for me, give me liberty
or give me death." 

These sentences have been erased from
our textbooks. The following year, 1776, Henry

wrote this: "It cannot be emphasized too
strongly or too often that this great nation was
founded not by religionists, but on the Gospel of
Jesus Christ. For that reason alone, people of
other faiths have been afforded the freedom of
worship here." 

Consider these words Thomas Jefferson
wrote in the front of his well worn Bible: "I am a
real Christian, that is to say, a disciple of the
doctrines of Jesus. I have little doubt that our
whole country will soon be rallied to the unity of
our Creator."  Jefferson was also the chairman
of the American Bible Society, which he
considered his highest and most important role. 

On July 4, 1821, President John Adams
said, "The highest glory of the American
Revolution was this: it connected in one
indissoluble bond the principles of government
with the principles of Christianity." 

Calvin Coolidge, our 30th President,
reaffirmed this truth when he wrote, "The
foundations of our society and our government
rest so much on the teachings of the Bible that it
would be difficult to support them if faith in these
teachings would cease to be practically in our
country." 

In 1782 Congress voted this resolution:
"The Congress of the United States
recommends and approves the Holy Bible for
use in all schools." 

William Holmes McGuffey,  author of the
McGuffey Reader used in our public schools
until 1963,  said: "The Christian religion is the
religion of our country. From it are derived our
notions on the character of God, on the great
moral Governor of the universe. On its doctrines
are founded the peculiarities of our free
institutions. From no other source has the
author drawn more conspicuously than from the
sacred Scriptures. From these extracts from the
Bible I make no apology." 

Of the first 108 universities founded in
America, 106 were distinctly Christian, including
the first, Harvard University, chartered in 1636. 
In the original Harvard Student Handbook, rule
No.1 was students seeking entrance must know
Latin and Greek so they can study the
Scriptures: "Let every student be plainly
instructed and earnestly pressed to consider
well, the main end of his life and studies is, to
know God and Jesus Christ, which is eternal life,
John 17:3; and therefore to lay Jesus Christ as
the only foundation for our children to follow the
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moral principles of the Ten Commandments." 

We ask God to bless America, especially as we
remember the horrific tragedy of 9-11. But how
can He bless a nation that has departed so far
from Him? 

Prior to Sept. 11, God wasn't truly
welcome in America, was He?  Is He yet?
Certainly that's arguable, with godless federal
judges declaring the Ten Commandments
inappropriate for public display after ruling our
Pledge of Allegiance unconstitutional because it
mentions God.

It truly is a shame most of what you read
in this message has been erased from public
school textbooks by revisionists intend on
removing the Truth about our nation's Christian
roots. What is the Truth? Jesus said: "I am the
way, the truth and the life."

Pass this along to others so the Truth of
our nation's history will be told. Share this
patriotic message with everyone you know so
the Lord, who has faithfully and lovingly watched
over our nation all these years, may touch
hardened hearts and inspire closed minds to His
Truth -- that America still is one nation under
God!

Make your stand for the Truth by signing
a petition challenging today's Congress to reign
in rogue judges so our Constitution again is
interpreted in keeping with our forefathers'
intent. Here's where to stand up for America's
Godly heritage:
http://www.ChristianPetitions.com

The Right Frame of Mind No Time
to Despair

By Mark H. Creech
March 4, 2004

(AgapePress) - You may have already heard
about the ABC News poll that found most
Americans believe that the Genesis creation
account and the stories of Noah's ark and
Moses parting the Red Sea are literally true. The
poll, which was released in the middle of last
month, said 61 percent believe in the creation
account, 60 percent believe in the story of Noah
and a universal deluge, and 64 percent believe
Moses parted the Red Sea -- people actually
see these events as historical and not just
stories meant to convey a spiritual lesson.

What makes the findings of this poll so
significant is these Old Testament accounts are
critically important to an understanding of God's
overall revelation. They are also a part of that
portion of the Bible which has been the object of
the greatest attacks of skepticism and unbelief.
Nevertheless, the creation story, Noah and his
family's escape from the great Flood, and the
parting of the Red Sea are foundational in their
influence. In fact, it is quite impossible to reject
the historicity and divine authority of these
accounts without undermining and discrediting
the authority of the entire Bible.

If the first Adam was only an allegory,
then by all logic, there is no authority to deem
the second Adam (Jesus Christ) as anything
different. If man didn't really fall into sin from his
state of created innocence, then there is no
reason for him to need a Savior. If the first world
described in Genesis was not real, then on what
basis can we conclude the new world described
in the Book of Revelation is genuine?

The fact of a literal global Flood is a
pivotal issue in the conflict between Christianity
and anti-Christianity. In his book The Genesis
Record, Dr. Henry Morris states: "If the principle
of innate evolutionary development can fully
explain the universe and all its inhabitants, as its
proponents claim, then there is no need to
postulate a Creator. The chief evidence for
evolution is the geological record of the
supposed billions of years of earth history,
documented by the fossils entombed in the
sedimentary rocks of the earth's crust; and there
is no room in this framework of interpretation for
a world-destroying flood. Thus, if the latter has
actually occurred, the assumptions of uniformity
and evolution as guiding principles in
interpreting earth's history are thereby proved
completely deceptive and false."

The story of the Ark also sets forth the
reality of the awful end of sin, divine retribution
and salvation. The Ark endured the battering of
the flood for the sake of its inhabitants who
entered in by faith. So Christ endured the wrath
of God by dying for our sins that He may save
all who by faith enter into a personal relationship
with Him.

What is more, without an actual miracle
taking place, delivering the Israelites from their
oppressors, the mighty Egyptians, by parting the
Red Sea, what assurances do we have God can
save any nation who trusts Him? Without it,
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there is no foundation for the claim that God is
the author of freedom and national deliverance.
In the Teacher's Bible Commentary, Ralph
Langely writes about the Red Sea incident,
saying: "God's angel stood in the vanguard and
the rearguard. His people were surrounded by
divine strength and protection. Then came the
calamity of the hosts of Pharaoh. As they sought
to follow [after the Israelites to destroy them as
they crossed over] they were utterly destroyed.
Thus were God and his man Moses vindicated.
Faith was restored and Israel was on her way
toward nationhood and freedom. It would be a
long, long road yet. But at least the beginnings
had been made. And that victory at the Red Sea
would never be blotted out." Indeed, it would
forever stand as a testimony to the nations of
the power of God to free any people who would
obey Him.

I'm energized by the good news that
such large numbers across America believe
these foundational biblical accounts should be
taken literally. It means people are reading their
Bibles and believing what they read. It means
they're listening to preachers who are
proclaiming the Bible is literally true. It means
those who are determined to erase faith from
the public square have not won.

You may have heard the story of a
certain organization that offered a bounty of
$5,000 for wolves captured alive. It resulted in
two men, Sam and Jed, becoming fortune
hunters. Day and night they scoured the
mountains and forests looking for their valuable
prey. Exhausted one night, they fell asleep
dreaming of their potential fortune. Suddenly,
Sam awoke to see that they were surrounded by
about 50 wolves with flaming eyes and bared
teeth. That's when Sam nudged his friend and
said, "Wake up, Jed! We're rich!"

Granted, it appears that Christians are
losing on nearly every front of the culture war. It
looks like we're surrounded on every side and
our demise imminent. But there is still enough of
a biblical base left among the people of this
country that if built upon, matters could be
turned around. This is no time to despair, but a
time of tremendous opportunity.

 Mark H. Creechis the executive director of the Christian
Action League of North Carolina, Inc.�  2004 AgapePress
all rights reserved

The Passion of the Christ
By David Sisler  March 1, 2004

(AgapePress) - The Passion of the Christ is an
incredible movie, personally paid for by producer Mel
Gibson. Early in the production, Mr. Gibson said he
felt the driving force of the Holy Spirit as he worked
on the film. To have not made the movie, he said,
would have been to disobey God.

Mel Gibson is a Roman Catholic and there
are a couple of scenes which are drawn from his
background, but as a viewer with a solid Protestant
background, there was nothing in the movie that
distracted from the telling of the last 12 hours, leading
to the death, of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
The movie is incredibly moving. I wept openly during
many of the scenes as did most of the audience.
Many people could be heard sobbing loudly during
the showing which I attended. At one point, during the
scourging of Christ, I wanted to shout out, "Stop it!
That's enough! You're killing Him!" And at each blow
of the hammers against the nails, I flinched, feeling in
my heart what our Lord felt in His hands and in His
feet -- and that for my sins! And yours!

The film is also incredibly violent. We have
sanitized the cross. For most Americans (indeed, for
most people around the world) the cross is a beautiful
piece of jewelry or an ornament to grace an altar or a
communion table. The cross was in reality a brutal
means of torture and execution. It was designed to
humiliate the victim and draw out death as long as
possible -- often the victim suffered for a week, going
totally mad before actually dying.

A.O. Scott, a film critic for The New York
Times flays Mel Gibson's movie. He says, "This film
means to make literal an event that the Gospels often
treat with circumspection and that tends to be thought
about somewhat abstractly."

The crucifixion of Jesus of Nazareth was a
literal event. It is meant to be taken as a literal event.
It is not a metaphor or an allegory. It happened. It is
true that the Gospels do not go into very much detail
about the crucifixion. Everyone who read the words of
Matthew, Mark, Luke or John would have seen a
crucifixion or would have known from very immediate
history what a crucifixion was. There was no need for
detail. Mr. Scott, it seems you have missed the point,
but the pounding of nails through human flesh, the
dislocating of joints, the starvation, the thirst, the
broken bones, and the ultimate suffocation was
hardly an abstract idea.
If the Bible is God's Word -- and I believe that it is --
then Mel Gibson's film accurately tells the story of the
involvement of the Jewish leaders and some -- not all
-- Jewish people. Anti-Semitism is calculated to
insight bigotry and violence against Jews. This film is
not anti-Semitic.

The simple answer to the question of who
killed Jesus is the Roman soldiers, under the
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direction of the Roman government. The instigation
was from the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem. But the
ultimate responsibility for his death belongs firmly to
David Sisler. And to you, my readers, and to every
man, woman and child ever born or yet to be born on
this planet. It was our sin that nailed Him to the tree.
Without the shedding of blood, the Bible says, there is
no remission of sins. And the only suitable sacrifice
was the blood of God's only Son.

Jesus said His message was offensive, and
divisive -- He came, He told us to divide, to bring a
sword, not to be a stained-glass figure that could
easily be ignored. So church people should see the
movie. Good googilee moogilee, if the Hollywood
crowd did a film that openly promoted homosexuality
and homosexuals bought out the theaters, the liberal
media would say nothing about it, except about how
courageous it was, and how much money it made.
But let the Church support something and our dollars
are dismissed because we spend them in the name
of God!

Roger Ebert, film critic for the Chicago
Sun-Times, and a former Roman Catholic altar boy
wrote, "For we altar boys, this [Lenten services] was

not necessarily a deep spiritual experience. Christ
suffered, Christ died, Christ rose again, we were
redeemed, and let's hope we can get home in time to
watch the Illinois basketball game on TV. What
Gibson has provided for me, for the first time in my
life, is a visceral idea of what the Passion consisted
of."

The Passion of the Christ does not end with
the death of the Son of God. Jesus rises from the
grave, and with His face firmly set, He leaves the
tomb. The music that plays in the background is not
harp music, not a palatable, Sunday school piece that
would have satisfied A.O. Scott. It is martial music. It
is battle music.

The Passion of the Christ is, finally, only a
movie. The death of Jesus, the resurrection of Jesus
and his victory over sin, death, the grave, and hell are
real. And here you write your own review. Is His
victory your victory?

[ed note: There is some debate whether the movie should be seen
by Old Baptists or not.  PBN provided this review because it sums
up the movie very well.  
This review was edited for inclusion here.]
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