
Fig 1 Brother Stephen Marsh and Brother Russ
Scott measuring to install glass in front of the
baptistry with an observing Jonah Lowrance.

Figure 2 Brother Dennis Sieloff, David ???
Sister’s Tammy Sieloff and Ann Cobb preparing
Christmas presents for needy families.
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Palm Bethel is Blessed!

June will be the anniversary of the first
year of Palm Bethel under the pastorship

of Elder Bryce Lowrance.  It has been a busy
year for him and the church.  

Palm Bethel has seen an increase in
Sunday attendance at our morning worship
service.  There is a  Bible study Wednesday
night with Elder Lowrance. One Sunday a month
after church services there is a singing school
also hosted by Elder Lowrance.  

The church also has added a work day
once a month at Palm Bethel to get the grounds
into shape and to fix or “spruce” up the church
building.  

The church has taken on charitable work 
in the local community by holding a brief service
two Sunday’s a month at a local nursing home. 
Members have also provided holiday meals at
Thanksgiving and Christmas for 5 needy

families. And at Christmas provided presents for
the children in those families.

Those members that participate in these
activities get a wonderful blessing by the
fellowship gained and by the warm glow inside

of helping others.  
God blesses us richly every time we

meet and especially the preaching we receive
each Sunday from our pastor.  But he has also
blessed us this past year by the guest preachers
which have visited the church.

At our fall meeting we had Elder Steven
Bloyd from BelAire Maryland for two days of
preaching and the Saturday night communion
service.  Also at this meeting were Elder’s Steve
Wilkinson, Glenn Blanchard and Licentiate
James Allen.  
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Figure 3 (L-R) Elder Steve Wilkinson, Brother
James Allen, Elder Steven Bloyd, Elder Bryce
Lowrance and Elder Glenn Blanchard

Figure 4 Brother Jarvis Canteen, Elder
Lowrance and Brother Stephen Marsh

Figure 5 Elder Mike Ivey, Elder Lowrance and
“friend”

Figure 6 Brother Silas Ford and gator.

Figure 7 Wellington Lira getting acquainted

We added 2 new members in the fall,
Brother Jarvis Canteen and Brother Stephen
Marsh.  Both asked for a home at Palm Bethel
and were baptized the same Sunday.  Brother
Stephen is the son of a long time member of
Palm Bethel, Sister Grace Marsh.  

This marked the first baptisms for Elder
Lowrance.  He was ordained last August at
Lewisville church in Texas, was called to Palm
Bethel and accepted and came to the church in
June.  

Little Zion church hosted the 2004
Florida Fellowship meeting at Davenport, Fl. 
One of the guest preachers was Elder Mike
Ivey.  He’s the pastor at Lewisville PB Church in
Lewisville, TX.  He’s also Elder Lowrance’s
mentor and friend.  After the meeting at Little
Zion he came and preached for us here.  Elder
Ivey had stated he would like to see an alligator

while he was in Florida.  Ever ready to oblige the
requests of visiting preachers, he got his wish.

 Many of those attending services that Sunday
also had a first hand experience with the visiting
alligator.
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Figure 8 Elder Joe Holder and Elder Bryce
Lowrance

Figure 9 Start of the Communion service

Figure 10 Bible reading from Bro. Guy Lackey

Figure 11 Brother Paul Hutcheson serving wine

Figure 12 Brother Jim Clarke serving the ladies

We had Elder Joe Holder from Lewisville Texas 
preach at our April meeting.  A great time was
had by all with all the fellowship, food, visitation
and the preaching.  Unfortunately (or maybe
fortunately depending on viewpoint), the alligator
was unavailable for a return visit.  Maybe next
time Elder Holder visits.

Communion service was held Saturday evening. 
It is so special and such a memorable occasion
when we hold this service that our Savior told us
to do, that emotions can be almost
overwhelming.  

Elder Lowrance did the service and all of
the male members present read appropriate
passages from the Bible.  

  Then the foot washing service.  After that was
done, we sang a song and departed.
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Figure 13 Brother Matthew Marsh washing
another brother’s feet

Figure 14 Sister Tammy Sieloff, Elder Lowrance
and Brother Dennis Sieloff

Sunday morning after services by Elder
Lowrance, the Sieloff’s renewed their wedding
vows, with Elder Lowrance officiating.

Birthdays and Anniversaries 

Anniversary May 10th the Sieloff’s
May 14th the Scott’s.

Birthdays Brother Russ Scott
Sister Marcia Clarke

Sick List

Brother Alva Maners has been sick for quite
some time with his lungs He has been carrying
an oxygen bottle and using it as needed.  He is
once again on antibiotics for the lung condition.
Sister Edna is still in need of our prayers and is
in the Terrace’s of Lake Worth Nursing home.

Brother Allen Richard is suffering from a variety
of medical conditions and recently has been
afflicted with additional problems associated
with acid reflux.  His throat hurts a lot and he
has trouble speaking, but gets to church every
chance he gets.  This Brother is an example to
us all.
Sister Annie McCurley is still in the nursing
home in Sunrise.  She has some more surgeries
in front of her, but her spirits seem quite
improved.
Amanda Clarke, daughter of Brother and Sister
Jim Clarke has had a sudden hearing loss and
is need of our prayers.  She is having quite a
battery of tests run and may have surgery.
Sister Edith Shockley has been having quite
severe pain in her head and is undergoing tests.
Brother Dennis Sieloff, still battles on against his
malady and all these folks should be your
personal prayer list.

Update India
Elders Zack Guess and Herb Hatfield began a
two-week trip to India on April 7.  This was the
sixth such trip for Primitive Baptist elders to visit
our brethren there. 

They flew from Memphis to Chicago that
morning and then took a flight to Frankfurt,
Germany.  From there, they flew to Chennai,
South India.  Once there, they traveled by foot,
Jeepnee, and train.  God©s providence protected
them all the way and back.  Their travels were
thankfully "uneventful." 

The Lord truly blessed their visit with Elder
Gunasekaran and the Primitive Baptist
Churches in South India.  They visited many of
the churches in the area as well as new
fellowships that are just getting started.  Three
men were ordained to the ministry. Three new
churches were constituted.  And forty-four
people were baptized.  Praise the Lord! 

Many of the converts were from Hindu
backgrounds. We need to pray that the Lord will
give them strength.  When a person converts
from Hinduism to Christianity they are shunned
by their family and society.  There are also laws
that forbid baptism except under close
government supervision.  Elder Guna is
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standing strong for the faith, and we should
stand with him in prayer and word.

Elder Guna is planning a trip to the United
States in September or October.  Elder
Lowrance is working with Elder Guess to
arrange his travel plans and schedule preaching
appointments.  Let us all be in prayer that these
visits will edify the churches here. 

Elder Lowrance also requests that you pray for
him.  Elder Guna has asked him to come to
India.  This is a big decision and requires a lot of
prayer and preparation.  Please pray that the
Lord will show Elder Lowrance His will in the
matter.

Please continue to pray for these efforts and all
the efforts of Primitive Baptist Ministers in new
labors both around the world and here in the
U.S. If you would like to offer support for any of
these efforts or sponsor one of the many
orphans under Elder Guna©s care, please
contact Elder Lowrance for information on how
you can help.  He can be reached by email at
bryce@primitivebaptist.org or by phone at (561)
791-8819.

  Pastor’s Column
  Charity… Thinketh No Evil 
  1Corinthians 13:5d 

E
lder Sonny Pyles once told me
that an easy way to understand
this verse.  If I saw him go into a

liquor store, I should assume that he was buying
communion wine.  Simply put, we are not to
ascribe evil motivations or intentions to the
actions of others.

At first glance, it looks as if this text simply
teaches against having evil thoughts.  While this
is a good point, thoughts are often difficult to
control, and that lesson would not apply to our
behavior toward others in charity.

The word "thinketh" comes from the Greek word
where we get our word "logic." Elsewhere in the
Bible, this word is translated as reckon or
account. It means that this is the process of
assessing something and putting it into a value
category.  An art collector will go through many

paintings evaluating each of them based upon a
set of historically accepted criteria.  The one that
he thinks to be the most valuable will be the one
added to his collection.  Thinketh, therefore,
means to reckon or consider.  In charity, we are
not to consider evil intentions as the purpose for
our neighbor©s actions.

Evil means evil.  Things that are evil are wrong,
wicked, and of a bad nature.  What Paul is
telling us is that we are not to think people are
doing things for evil reasons.  In other words, we
are not supposed to be the thought police. 
George Orwell described such an organization
in his book 1984.  The characters of that book
could be sentenced harshly, even to death, for
having thoughts against the government.  The
totalitarian government in Orwell©s imagination
could not read the minds of men and neither can
we.

When we view this lesson in the light of our
Christian walk, some startling observations
come to mind.  Many of the petty little
arguments that arise in churches can be swept
away if we do not assume the bad intentions of
another person.  We really cannot know for
certain what another person is thinking. 
Therefore, we should not count it to an evil
intention.  I call this elementary school mentality. 
Just like the child yells, "You did that on
purpose," we are so quick to assume that a
fellow church member has purposely done
something to offend us.  Lets put away childish
thinking, shall we?

What about the person begging for change on
the street corner? How easy is it for us to
quickly assume that this person is lazy and won©t
work, or that this is his job and he has a Cadillac
waiting around the corner.  There may be good
reasons for not helping the needy person in
front of us, but it cannot be that we have judged
his evil intentions. 

Paul is continuing with the idea that charity
edifies or builds up others.  If we consider a
person to have evil intent, we are going to
prejudicially view their actions.  Our focus
should be continually upon building up the body
of Christ, which is our local church.  We must
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reject the modern "victim mentality" that focuses
on ourselves.  We should be seeking the well
being of others, and thinking evil about them will
certainly hinder our efforts.

May God bless you all.

Elder Bryce H. Lowrance, Pastor Palm Bethel
Primitive Baptist Church

Also From Elder Bryce;

This article contains a list of books that I have
found to be very helpful with my study of God’s
word.  In providing this list, I am not saying that
these books are a necessity. I have simply
found these books to be of great assistance to
me over the years.  As with all uninspired books
written by men, there is room for debate about
their writings.  Please remember that the Bible is
the only authority for truth.

Bible
Authorized King James (Cambridge,
Oxford, and World are the most
trustworthy publishers)

Dictionaries
Oxford English Dictionary on Historical
Principles
Noah Webster’s Dictionary of 1812
The New Bible Dictionary ed. By
Douglas, Published by Eerdmans

Concordance
Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance with
Hebrew and Greek Dictionaries

Bible Study
Knowing Scripture by R.C. Sproul  (I
have not read this book, but it comes
highly recommended by Elder Mark
Hasenmyer.)

Church History
Church History by Elders C.B. and

Sylvester Hassell
A Welsh Succession of Primitive Baptist

Faith and Practice by Elder Mike Ivey

Doctrine, Practice, & Christian Living

Be Ready To Answer by Elder Michael
Gowens
Regeneration or The New Birth by Elder
William H. Crouse
Repentance In the Pulpit and the Pew by
Elder Mike Ivey
From Sonship To Discipleship by Elder
E.D. McCutcheon
Let Us Reason Together by Elder Mike
Strevel

If you would like more information about any of
these resources, please see Elder Lowrance. 
Many of these items may be ordered on-line
through Sovereign Grace Publications
(www.sovgrace.net) administered by Elder
Michael Gowens. 

The Christian’s Vote
Of RINOs, DINOs and CINOs

Many voters do not vote along straight party
lines. Instead they vote along ideological lines,
which usually includes candidates from both
major parties. Such voters usually think that
either liberals or conservatives hold the answer
to our culture’s problems. 

However, from a Christian point of view,
society’s problems have been brought about
because of both liberal and conservatives. The
reason for this is that only God’s Word is true,
which means that any candidate who does not
conform his decisions to Biblical principles is
making a faulty (untrue) decision. When viewed
from this perspective there emerges three types
of candidates:

RINOs – Republicans In Name Only (otherwise
known as liberal Republicans) 
DINOs – Democrats In Name Only (otherwise
known as conservative Democrats) 
CINOs – Christians In Name Only (from either
party) 

The difference between CINOs and RINOs &
DINOs is one of intention. RINOs & DINOs
know full well what they’re doing. They have
determined that they are in a district where if
they are going to get elected they have to
belong to a particular party. Even though that
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party doesn’t reflect their agenda, they run
under its name, get elected, then vote with the
other party’s agenda. Everything is carried out
by design and intention.

CINOs, on the other hand, don’t set out to
intentionally disobey God. They make it a
priority to obey Him inside their homes and
churches. Unfortunately, they fail to give a
second thought about applying His principles to
their everyday legislative decisions. Because of
their overall moral character they honor God
when it comes to issues relating to the Second
Table of the Law (don’t kill, steal, cheat, covet,
etc.). The inconsistency in the legislative
decisions comes when First Table issues are
involved (worship no other god, don’t dishonor
Him by belittling His name, keep the Lord’s Day
holy). 

While these Legislators are Christians, they
legislate as though they are Christians In Name
Only, with the consequence that their votes
often conform to unbiblical principles (possibly
without them realizing it). If their congregation
and their church officers were obedient to Jesus’
teaching in Matthew 18, they would be
counseled about such inconsistent behavior so
they could correct it, but sadly most Pastors are
more concerned about church growth than
about consistently serving God by applying His
principles to all areas of one’s life, yes, even
those areas outside the church and home. If
America’s original Pastors had the attitude of
today’s Pastors, America would still be an
English colony. King George would not have
had to refer to “that Presbyterian Revolt,”
because such self-centered wimpy Pastors
would have sheepishly taught that there was a
“separation of God and the State.”

There is no reason for America Christians to
continue to live as though we serve a defeated
God, or to act as though we should behave as
second-class citizens. Our Lord, Savior and
King has been “given the nations for His
inheritance, and the ends of the earth for His
possession.” (Psalm 2) He has further appointed
us to bring about His will “on earth as it is in
heaven.” (Matthew 6.10) May we be about the
business of serving our sovereign God by

campaigning and then voting for Christians, then
not being hesitant to counsel them to legislate
like “Cs” (Christians), not CINOs. --Buddy Hanson,
President of Grace & Law Christian Policy Network

From Agape News:
 ...An effort is under way to try to help families
who are fed up with being forced to subsidize
TV programming that they find objectionable. 
Brent Bozell of the Parents Television Council
says cable companies, by their programming
methods, are forcing families to pay for
channels they do not want in order to get the
channels they do want.  "The cable industry
argues that parents have the option of blocking
channels they don©t want.  But what kind of
choice is that if they still have to pay for those
channels?" he asks.  Bozell insists it is a
completely unfair practice that boils down to this
question:  "Why should parents have to
subsidize cable channels that undermine their
core values and beliefs?"  A coalition of
pro-family groups would like to see the cable
companies begin letting families pick and
choose their own programming packages.  A
poll found that 66% of the current cable
subscribers would prefer to pick their channels
-- and two-thirds of non-subscribers said they
might take cable if they could choose the
channels.

...A pro-family leader has issued a new warning
about the threat that activist judges are posing
to the future of the U.S.  Rob Schenck of the
National Clergy Council says activist judges are
running rampant over the U.S. Constitution. 
Schenck believes that as more people become
aware of what is happening, they are getting fed
up.  He says he has no doubt that there is a
growing momentum to limit the scope and power
of federal judges in this country.  "The Founders
meant for all three branches [of the federal
government] to operate equally and in balance --
that has not been the case," he says.  "It almost
doesn©t matter what a president does anymore,
it almost doesn©t matter what a Congress does. 
The only thing that matters is what the federal
courts do."  Schenck says Americans must rise
up and find a way to stop the activist judiciary
before all of the citizens© rights are trampled --
just like the balance of power is being trampled.
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...An immigration reform activist says Muslim
websites are encouraging people from Islamic
countries to colonize the United States.  Susan
Tully, Midwest director at the Federation for
American Immigration Reform, says she is
concerned about what is happening in towns like
Hamtramck, Michigan, where Muslims have
virtually taken over the community.  Tully says
Muslims are not encouraging people to become
part of the American dream.  "They©re not
coming here to become Americans," she says,
"they©re coming here, as these websites are
saying, and promoting colonization of their own
religion, of their own culture in towns and taking
them over."  She contends that is exactly what is
haywire about current immigration policy in the
U.S.  "It is not any longer about what©s good for
America," she says, "it©s about what©s good for
everyone else -- and America has to stand by
and let it happen."  Tully says Muslims

understand that their religion is different and not
acceptable to most Americans, so by colonizing
an area they can take it over to the point where
they make the rules.
...Former hostage Thomas Hamill has been
greeted with hugs from fellow Christians at his
home church in Macon, Mississippi.  Hamill, who
escaped his Iraqi captors just over a week ago,
attended Sunday services with his family.  He
told reporters before a prayer vigil the night
before that he leaned on the Lord every day of
his captivity and trusted God for his deliverance. 
 Plans to honor Hamill with a parade have been
postponed for now because he has said that
what he wants most is to spend some quiet time
with his 12-year-old daughter and 14-year-old
son.

Brother Charlie Dennis
c/o Palm Bethel Primitive Baptist Church
810 Florida Mango Road
West Palm Beach, FL 33460


